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By DEREK LIPPERT

th a sense of urgency brought on

by the pesticide ban debate,
Guelph will likely see more residents
and local policy makers questioning
not only the right to add chemicals to
our lawns, but also the need for it's
very existence. You see, increased anxi-
ety over pesticide and fertilizer usage
is but one area of concern related to
turf,

In addition to relying on chemical
inputs, lawns place demands on nu-
merous shared resources. The need for
watering is of chief concern, especial-
ly in a groundwater-dependent region
such as ours.

Air gquality and noise pollution are
also concerns. Emissions from lawn-
mowers, trimmers, and gas blowers
add significantly to smog levels; and
everyone knows the aggravating nois-
es they make.

Of course you don't have to add wa-
ter and chemicals to your lawn; in
which case it certainly won't stay
green, or grow very much for that mat-
ter. But then, if it didn't grow, you at
least wouldn't have to spend your Sat-
urdays cutting it. Maybe it’s a backlash
against this unending labour, rather
than the health and environmental is-
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peaple to look for alternatives.

So, what are the alternatives to a
traditional lawn? A drive around town
cept, some excellent and some not so
appealing. The trend has been called
‘naturescaping’, ‘natural landscaping’,
and ‘xeriscaping’.

These terms can be confusing and a
bit misleading. ‘Naturescaping' and
‘natural landscaping' give the impres-
sion of something very wild or un-
kempt in your front yard, which need
not be the case.

"Keriscaping' is a Greek term relat-
ing to dry land gardening, and encom-
passes the principle of drought toler-
ance. However, the best way to describe
this trend may simply be ‘turf-free
landscaping’ or ‘lawn alternatives'.
Whatever it's called, the fundamentals
of drought tolerance and pest resis-
tance are key to its success.

With a great variety of ground cov-
ers, shrubs, and perennials available,
turf-free landscapes can be designed to
fit most peoples’ needs, lifestyles, and
budgets. With some creativity, any-
thing from a low, conservative appear-

You dont need a psky lawn
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labour have inspired many homeowners to look for alternatives to grassy lawns.

‘ance to a season long riot of colour can

be arranged.

For those interested in ecology, or
attracting birds, butterflies, and in-
sects, landscape designs can include a
wide variety of plants native to south-
ern Ontario.

Despite many benefits, the initial
cost of alawnaltemtivecan be a ma-
jor set-back.

Unless you grow your own, or have
many friends that garden, plants can
be very expensive. Looking for ‘end of
season’ sales is the best bet here. Some
form of mulch is required for weed
suppression and water retention, and
can be costly depending on the square
footage being covered. As long as a

good plan is developed initially, your
yvard can be converted piece by piece,
spreading out costs over a number of
years.

Another fear comes from the ques-
tion of maintenance. Whereas lawn
care is ingrained in our collective con-
sciousness, the thought of ‘gardening’
can be a major turn off to many. How-
ever, if the concepts of drought toler-
ance and pest resistance are followed
during plant selection, lawn alterna-
tives become rather care-free over
time,

Weeding and watering are impor-
tant throughout the first year or two,
until the plants get established. As
time goes on, and open spaces fill in,

watering becomes almost unnecessary
and weeding minimal, depending on
personal tolerance.

_ Grass will always have its place, but
tHere are also places where it doesn't
need to be,

The trend towards lawn alterna-
tives will continue to grow. If not for
aesthetic reasons alone, issues such as
pesticide by-laws, watering restric-
tions, and noise complaints will gradu-
ally push more and more citizens away
firom turf,

= Derek Lippert owns Naturally Main-
tained, a Kitchener-based drought-toler-
ant and pest-resistant lauwn alterative
COTMMITY.



